current applications. It was necessary to consider carefully the size of the potential market for such agents for treatment of animal diseases and to analyse the cost of developing drugs for use in animals, especially tests for drug residues in animals used for food. The need for safety testing of drugs of this type and the complications of requiring withdrawal periods from animals were discussed. Milk and eggs pose a particular problem since they must be free of very low levels of residue. Numerous virus diseases of domesticated animals were discussed, and each was considered in relation to the possibility that antiviral agents could in future be useful for prophylaxis or therapy. Because of the success in (November 1980Journal. p 786) . He commented that the effects of drugs such as pethidine on neurobehavioural scores of neonates had been the subject of considerable research; and there has been much speculation on the possibility of changes persisting into childhood. This has caused concern among those responsible for providing pain relief during childbirth. He also noted that the slightly lower scores for children delivered by elective as opposed to emergency section might cause a 'reaction against caesarean section which is safer to the mother for both the anaesthetic and obstetric considerations. ' We have re-analysed our data to investigate these points.
Letters to the Editor
Methods of pain relief were categorized as follows: (1) general anaesthesia; (2) epidural (or caudal); (3) analgesia only (usually pethidine); (4) none. They were coded in order of priority. Thus, many women who had general anaesthetics or epidurals may have received pethidine earlier. Local anaesthetics were considered of less importance than pethidine, and when used alone (or in association with the gas and air machine) were included in the 'none' category. the human field, it was likely that infection of cattle with herpes viruses might be treated with antiviral agents. Work had been carried out on infectious bovine rhinotracheitis and on mammilitis in cattle. Work was in progress on treating orf with antiviral agents.
The meeting as a whole gave a comprehensive overview of antiviral agents and their stage of development in clinical medicine in the human and veterinary fields. Each contribution was followed by a livelydiscussion which indicated considerable interest in the subject of the meeting.
G A CULLEN

Editorial Representative Section of Comparative Medicine
Strong associations were found between method of pain relief and method of delivery. All the caesarean sections were done under a general anaesthetic; and in addition 5 women were examined under general anaesthesia prior to vaginal delivery. Among those delivered spontaneously 14% had no pain relief, 68% had pethidine alone, and 18% epidurals. The epidural rate associated with forceps deliveries was 70%. Among vaginal deliveries no significant differences were found in the developmental status of the children at the age of 4 years according to methods of pain relief used during childbirth. The mean scores were: none 49.3 s.d. 12.4; pethidine 49.7 s.d. 10.9; epidural 47,4 s.d, 10.6. The actual dosage of pethidine, or number of injections given, was not coded. But if further relief was needed after the effects of one dose had worn off, resort was usually made to epidural anaesthesia. The slightly lower score found in the latter group should not therefore be taken as indicating any direct effect. .
In a separate study (Ounsted et al. 1978) , the , neurological status of babies born to primiparous women was assessed on days one and five and again at the age of two months. On each occasion a standardized examination was used for which a score could be given. Among 50 women who laboured spontaneously no significant differences were found according to method of pain relief during labour at any of these assessments. The mean values at the age of two months were: none Withholding medication when labour pains are acute is harsh, and may also be harmful. Rosen (1977) pointed out that hyperventilation, which is likely to occur during contractions under these conditions, causes a fall in maternal Pa,co z. This can lead to apnoea in the periods between contractions and a fall in transcutaneous Po 2 • There is also some evidence of fetal hypoxia. The suggestion that pethidine in moderation, or epidural anaesthesia, used for pain relief in labour have any effect on the children's future development is not confirmed by our findings.
Although no significant differences were found in the total four-year-old scores according to methods of delivery, children who had been delivered by elective sections had the lowest scores (and spontaneous deliveries the highest). Three different indications for intervention could be coded for each patient, so there were more 'reasons' than patients. Among the elective sections in these analyses, hypertension and/or pre-eclampsia was given as an indication in 76% of cases. Such differences as were found are unlikely, therefore, to be directly related to method of delivery. . p 242) about the organic basis of the posttraumatic syndrome (apparently based primarily on experimental trauma inflicted on the skulls of guineapigs and rats) would be more compelling if it was not for the fact that the post-traumatic syndrome, contrary to the opinion of Taylor and Bell (1966, Lancet ii, 178-180) , occurs in subjects who have never had a head injury.
It is difficult to understand, on the basis of what Dr Kelly writes, precisely why or how a previously healthy docker or miner who has suffered a minor injury to some peripheral part of his body develops the features of the post-traumatic syndrome due to 'demonstrated changes in the mid-brain and white matter'. I appreciate, of course, that subjects who have not suffered a head injury are not referred to neurologists or neurosurgeons so that it is understandable that such specialists would be unaware of the very frequent association of the features of the post-traumatic syndrome in litigation cases where there is no question whatsoever of any trauma to the head. Moreover, even in those litigants who develop the post-traumatic syndrome after a trivial head injury, it is quite characteristic for the complaints to be exhibited after a latent period. I would suggest that if such symptoms had an organic basis it would be reasonable to expect that such organically determined symptoms would be present immediately after the trauma to the head and not -as is so frequently the case -arise or become exacerbated at a time often very closely correlated in time to the 'letter before action' sent by the plaintiffs solicitors; and this, of course, may be anything from weeks to months after the accident. I would suggest to Dr Kelly that, where symptoms are complained of in relationship to a visit to a lawyer or when the lawyer has intimated to his client that he is going to obtain a medical report from the general practitioner or a specialist, such complaints arising thereafter reflect perhaps not so much that subject's medical role as a patient but rather his social role as a plaintiff.
Dr Kelly writes of the failure to treat the symptoms of the post-traumatic syndrome 'vigorously and with active psychiatric measures'. I must congratulate Dr Kelly on any success that he has had, My own efforts have been characterized by an utter and complete lack of success though I have noted how, following settlement, the previously intractable complaints apparently no longer require my therapeutic efforts, for the subjects disappear from my outpatient clinics. Yours faithfully HENRY FIELD 30 April 1981 A copy of this letter was sent to Dr Kelly, whose reply follows: Dear Sir, I have read Dr Field's letter with interest and would like to make the following observations.
I have not expressed 'views', I have reported on observations quoting the number of patients involved in each category that was observed, the numbers who developed specific symptoms, the numbers that returned to work before settlement, and the surprising numbers who did not return to work after settlement (April Journal, (275) (276) (277) . Since the observations do
